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SUBJECT: UK TELEVISION SCREEN TIME QUOTAS 

REF: (A) STATE 140428; (B) LONDON 8388 

1 . HOME OFFICE AND DEPARTMENT OF TRADE HAVE NOW TAKEN 
THE POSITION THAT THE INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING AUTHORITY 
HAS STATUTORY INDEPENDENCE ON QUESTIONS OF FOREIGN SCREEN 
TIME. AS A RESULT, THESE TWO DEPARTMENTS DO NOT FEEL 

IT IS APPROPRIATE TO BE INVOLVED DIRECTLY. 

2. EMBASSY IS NOW PROCEEDING DIRECTLY WITH THE IBA TO 
MAKE KNOWN U.S. CONCERNS. WE ARE ALSO INFORMING THE 
FCO REGARDING THE POSSIBLE CONTRAVENTION OF THE UK'S 
OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE OECD INVISIBLES CODE AND ASKING 
THAT THIS FACT BE COMMUNICATED TO THE IBA. 
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